


In this thesis, I argued that shark fisheries are complex systems with an important 

human dimension. The same goes for doing a Ph.D. It is the most incredible adventure 

I have faced, but I never felt alone in facing it. I will here address some, but probably 

not all, who - knowingly and unknowingly - contributed to the journey of which this 

book is the result.

First, my promotors, Laura Govers and Han Olff. Thank you both for the trust and 

freedom to develop my research projects. I know it was not the most straightforward 

project in terms of funding and logistics, especially with a global pandemic right in the 

middle of it, but I am grateful for your support and guidance. Laura, thank you for 
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highly needed in the academic environment and that I will truly miss. Han, thank you 
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I want to thank my assessment committee, Colin Simpfendorfer, Klemens Eriksson, 

and Geert Wiegertjes, for agreeing to read my thesis. And to Jan Jaap Poos, Anieke 

van Leeuwen, Marjolijn Christianen, and Tjisse van der Heide to be part of my 

examination committee. It makes me proud to have you all be part of my committee. 

I look forward to discussing this work with you.

Our research would not have been possible without the support and collaboration of 
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lot from our collaboration, and I am so proud to have been the paranymph of a minister! 

Thank you to the crew at the PNBA field station in Iwik for their support, Amadou Sall 

and other enqueteurs from IMROP who collected valuable data for us, and the PNBA 

management authority and scientific board for allowing us to do our research in the 

beautiful Banc d’Arguin. Our work in Guinea-Bissau was only possible with support from 

local organizations such as IBAP and Tiniguena. I would especially like to thank Aissa 

Regalla, Justino Biai, Iça Barry, Samuel Ledo Pontes, Toze Pires, Quintino Tchantchalam, 

Emanuel Dias, Diosnes Manual Nonque, Assana Camará and Sanhá Correia for our 

collaboration and for supporting us in the beautiful Bijagós, also especially when we 

were stuck in the country amid the pandemic. To all staff of IBAP, INIPO, and Tiniguena: 

thank you, and I look forward to working with you again! Special thanks to Lilísio Dos 

Santos and N’Bundé Crima for joining us on expeditions to the Bijagós. You had a big role 

in our projects. Obrigado pa tudo, n’spera no na xta djunto em breve!
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To the Imraguen communities of the Banc d’Arguin and the Bijagó communities of the 

Bijagós Archipelago, thank you for working with us and teaching me so much about 

your beautiful islands. Igualdino Titi, to whom we have named the first tagged blackchin 

guitarfish. Thank you and your fishing crew for the years of collaboration. Wherever 

you are in the world, I hope you are doing well, and our paths may cross again.

In the past years, I have collaborated with many, and I am grateful to all of you for 
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of the Bijagós’ project, I would like to thank the consortium partners José Alves, 
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Roeland Bom, and the University of Lisbon team. Special thanks to José, Roeland, and 
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Jurgen Batsleer, and the staff of SCF, SBMU, CARMABI, and other nature organizations 

for collaborating on shark projects in the Dutch Caribbean. To Daniel, Akshay, and the 

Blue Resources Trust for inviting me to work with you in beautiful Sri Lanka, the AMMCO 

crew and Betty Laglbauer for inviting me to Cameroon. I cannot wait to see what the 

future holds for all of your projects, and thank you for letting me be a part of it.

I am grateful for the continued collaboration with the PRCM consortium, Ahmed 

Senhoury, Ariane van Marwijk, Pierre Campredon, and Abilio Saïd. Thank you, Justine 

Dossa, Megan O’Toole, and Lee Crockett, for your continued support of our work. It will 
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The master students I had the honor to supervise and work with: Franziska Saalmann, 
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Zuidewind, Lisa Hübner, and Can Kahyaoglu. The students I got to work with on 

expeditions: Bram Nieuwenhuis, Donné Mathijssen, Ise Grimm, Tamás Fulep, and 

Mariana Parente. Thank you all for your commitment and enthusiasm. I hope our 

paths cross again during our careers.

The funders of the projects included in this thesis: are the MAVA Foundation, Shark 

Conservation Fund, World Wildlife Fund NL, Save Our Seas Foundation, and the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Thank you for contributing to our 

research. In addition, the Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research for supporting 

my PhD. position.

Thank you to staff members at the Linnaeusborg: Joke Bakker, Corine Eising, Joyce 

Rietveld, Paul Steerenberg, and Nelly Eck. Ingeborg Jansen, thank you for your help 

during expedition preparation and for letting everything run smoothly in the office! 

Nicolien Wieringa, thank you for the constructive and inspiring discussions.

Thanks to the Applied Biology team at the HAS University of Applied Sciences, 

especially Ellen, Henco, and Huub. The HAS was the perfect kickstarter for my career 

in biology. Henco, I remember in my graduation speech in 2014 that you mentioned 

that ‘you looked forward to receiving my Ph.D. thesis one day’... Well, here it is!

Lisa Sanchez Aguilar and Patrick Huijs, thank you for the feedback on the design of 

parts of this thesis. Nunzia di Giacomo and Thije Zuidewind, thank you for the beautiful 

illustrations in various chapters and for the cover. Thank you Eduardo, Mohamed, 

Rachel, Laura and my dad for checking the summaries included in this thesis.

If life is a pizza, family and friends are the cheese… 

Kasper and Maarten, thank you for taking up the role as my paranymphs. I was lucky 

enough to have both of you join on multiple fieldwork expeditions, and I hope we get 

to go on (work) trips together in the future. And otherwise, a dive trip to see sharks 
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the only thing missing in the world is our own (karaoke) album. Nadia, thanks for all 

the great moments on and off expeditions, but please do not take another biopsy 

of your hand. Lisa and Drew, thank you for all the fantastic trips centered around 

stuffing ourselves with food. We miss you in Groningen, but Rachel and I can’t wait to 

do that again in Costa Rica and China. Sidi Yahya and Hacen, thank you for the life-

changing experiences in your beautiful Mauritania. 

Although life will probably take us all to different places around the world, I am 

grateful for the time we spent together in Groningen!

Helaas zie ik jullie allemaal veel te weinig, maar zonder familie en vrienden voor 

afleiding, feestjes, jaarlijkse weekendjes weg, en gamen tijdens lockdowns, was dit 

proefschrift er nooit gekomen (of misschien juist eerder...). Het vele reizen en daardoor 

missen van veel verjaardagen en belangrijke momenten is een dure prijs, maar ik 

ben blij dat het nog altijd goed is als ik er een keer wél bij kan zijn. Vriendengroep 

in Venlo, Sander, en studievriendengroep van de HAS/WUR, dankjulliewel voor de 

onvergetelijke feestjes, reisjes, speciaalbiertjes, en mooie tijden. Ik hoop jullie in de 

toekomst toch iéts meer te zien nu dat proefschrift uit de weg is. 

Martijn en Mona, samen de Azores Shark & Ray Safari organiseren op Pico is een 

absoluut hoogtepunt. Ik hoop dat we dit nog vaker mogen doen, wie weet op nog 

een andere mooie plek!

Pap en Mam, dit kleine stukje doet geen eer aan jullie rol in dit hele avontuur. 

Monique, Annemarieke en ik zijn opgegroeid in een liefdevol en hecht gezin, met de 

altijd onvoorwaardelijke steun die ervoor zorgde dat we de wereld hebben kunnen 

ontdekken op onze manier. Zelfs in de moeilijkere tijden voor ons als gezin. Het moet 

ook ontzettend spannend zijn geweest als de jongste opeens besluit het water in te 

springen met haaien aan de andere kant van de wereld. Dit begin ik nu steeds meer 

te begrijpen en ik ben dankbaar dat jullie mijn wilde ambities altijd hebben gesteund. 

Jullie blijven mijn grootste voorbeeld én supporters in dit hele avontuur.

Monique, Koen, Annemarieke en Jarek, van verassingsbezoekjes in Groningen tot 

familieweekendjes, ik ben blij dat we een hechte band hebben behouden ondanks 

dat we niet om de hoek wonen. Venlo blijft zo altijd een (tweede) thuis. Teun, Job, 

Daan, Juul, Suus en Jip, jullie hebben op het moment geen idee van jullie (afleidende) 

rol tijdens mijn promotie. Ik hoop dat er tegen de tijd dat jullie dit ooit lezen véél meer 

haaien en roggen zijn en dat de wereld er een beetje beter uitziet! Ik ben trots jullie 

oom te zijn en vervul met alle plezier (en vrij selectief) de taken die hierbij komen 

kijken. En volgens mij blijft er stiekem ook wel het een en ander van die ‘biologie-

indoctrinatie’ hangen... 
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Rachel’s family: Ayoma, Rod, Sonali, Dan, Luna, and Raef, thank you for your support, 

even from a distance and through difficult times. The family visits with Rachel to 

London, Crete, and Sri Lanka were a welcome distraction from the PhD. Thank you 

for always being so welcoming and making me feel part of your beautiful family.

Rach, where to start? To this day, I am still amazed by how strong and caring you are, 

and how supportive you have been throughout my PhD. We both travel extensively 

for work or to see family and, whenever we have time left, also to explore the planet 

together. It is not always easy being apart, but home always feels like home with you. 

Thank you for our serious discussions, for the crazy moments, for letting home feel 

like a real home, and for being your beautiful self. Life is a Roller Coaster, but with you 

in the seat next to me, it is Guaranteed to be a beautiful ride. I can’t wait to continue 

writing our story further.
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