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GUIDO LEURS 
SHARK EXPERT & MARINE ECOLOGIST 

ABOUT. My interest in sharks, rays and the sea started at a young age. This later 
developed into a deep fascination for the pivotal role of sharks in the functioning of 
marine ecosystems, and how our lack of understanding and fear for these animals 
complicates their conservation. 1 decided to pursue a career in marine ecology and 
focus on shark ecology, conducting studies that I believe can turn the tide for sharks 
and rays. The fascination for marine predatorsop persists to this day and motivates 
me on a daily basis to learn more about these magnificent and mysterious species. 

MISSION. Through my research I aim to contribute to improving the conservation 
status of highly threatened sharks and rays, their important ecological roles, and 
their role in socio-ecological systems within coastal regions. My research is a 
combination of movement and trophic ecology and how anthropogenic 
disturbances impact ecological interactions. 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

FUNCTIONAL ROLE OF ELASMOBRANCHS IN INTERTIDAL ECOSYSTEMS. 

University of Groningen & The Royal Nether/ands /nstitute for Sea Research 
As part of my PhD. project I focus on the trophic role of elasmobranchs in large 
intertidal ecosystems, with a focus on the Bijagós Archipelago (Guinea Bissau) and 
the Banc d'Arguin (Mauritania). Here, 1 look as the trophic ecology of 
elasmobranchs, exploitation rates of these species and species interactions with 
other predatory guilds (e.g., migratory shorebirds). 

SPATIAL HABITAT USE AND TROPHIC ECOLOGY OF JUVENILE SILKY 

SHARKS AND CARIBBEAN REEF SHARKS ON THE SABA BANK 

Oceawate Consultancy, University of Groningen, Wageningen Marine Research 
Together with the Saba Conservation Foundation we discovered a hotspot for 
young silky sharks on the large Saba Bank. We are studying how juvenile silky 
sharks and Caribbean reef sharks overlap in their use of this area and its resources. 

SHARK-FISHERY INTERACTIONS IN CURACAO 

University of Groningen, Uniek Curacao, CARMABI, Wageningen University & 
Research 
We determined historica! shark occurence hotspots around the island and 
determined how this changed over time. This now also includes looking at 
interactions between sharks and fishers around Fish Aggregating Devices as 
alternatives to coastal fisheries within protected areas. 

PRIORITIES FOR ELASMOBRANCH CONSERVATION IN THE BANC 

D'ARGUIN, MAURITANIA 

University of Groningen, /MROP 
With our collaborators from the Mauritanian national fishery institute IMROP, 1 
studied the fishery of a local tribe within the Banc d'Arguin and adviced on various 
research projects focused on shark and ray ecology. 

SHARK COMMODITY TRADE VALUE CHAIN ASSESSMENTS 

Food and Agricu/ture Organization of the United Nations (FAO-UN) 
Conservation concerns have led to bans on shark fin trade, yet little is known 
about the trade, value, and origin of other shark-derived f?roducts. 1 led a 
collaborative effort across six countries aimed to identify leasons-learned' for 
studying fishery, trade, and management of sharks in developing countries. 

THE PRESENCE OF LARGE PREDATORY SHARKS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

independent Researcher, Oceaware Consultancy 
1 maintained a (personal) database of white shark observations in the 
Mediterranean Sea. This database will be used by OCEARCH to find the isolated 
population between 2025 and 2026. 

MITIGATION OF NURSE SHARK BYCATCH IN SABA'S LOBSTER FISHERY 

independent Researcher, Oceaware Consultancy, Dutch Elasmobranch Association 
Tagging of juvenile nurse sharks to determine the number of individuals involved 
in lobster depredation on the Saba Bank, Dutch Caribbean. 

SPATIOTEMPORAL DISTRIBUTION OF REEF-ASSOCIATED SHARKS 

Wageningen University & Research, Wageningen Marine Research 
Acoustic tagging of Caribbean reef sharks and nurse sharks on the Saba Bank, 
Saba, Sint-Maarten and Sint Eustatius to determine their movements and 
connectivity. 

LASER PHOTOGRAMMETRY TO DETERMINE THE LENGHT AND GROWTH 

OF THE GREAT HAMMERHEAD SHARK AND WHITE SHARK. 

Stellenbosch University, O'Seas Conservation Foundation 
Develop a non-invasive method to measure sharks in combination with dorsal fin 
identification. We tested and published to case studies: the great hammerhead 
shark in Bi mini (Bahamas) and the white shark in Gansbaai (South Africa). 

INVASIVE SPECIES IN LAKE GREVELINGEN, THE EASTERN SCHELDT AND 

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. 

GiMaRes 
EDUCATION 

PhD. Marine Conservation Ecology, University of Groningen & The Royal 
Netherlands lnstitute for Sea Research 
MSc. Biology, specialization Marine Biology, Wageningen University & Research 
BSc. Applied Biology, specialization Ecology, HAS Den Bosch University of 
Applied Sciences 
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